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The  Parrot  and  the  Farmer 
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Once  a  farmer  and  a  parrot  became  great 
friends.  During  the  day,  the  farmer  would  be 
busy  tilling  the  soil  while  the  parrot  flew  to  the 
forest.  Here  he  had  many  friends.  Whenever  he 
felt  tired  he  would  sit  on  a  huge  tree  for  a  nap. 

Meghiraja,  the  king  of  clouds  also  used  to  sit 
under  this  same  tree. 

One  day  the  parrot  overheard  Meghiraja  saying, 
“This  year  there  will  be  no  rains,  only  drought.  If 
at  all,  it  will  rain  on  the  hills.” 

The  parrot  thought  this  was  important  news 
and  he  went  to  convey  it  to  the  farmer.  He 
advised  his  friend,  the  farmer,  to  sow  the  seeds 
on  the  hills.  The  farmer  did  as  he  was  told. 
Whatever  the  parrot  had  predicted  came  to 
pass.  There  was  sufficient  rain  on  the  hills  and 
none  on  the  plains.  Meghiraja  was  surprised 
that  despite  drought  the  farmer  had  plenty  of 
food  grains. 

The  following  year  the  parrot  again  overheard 
Meghiraja  saying,  “This  year  there  will  be 
drought.  The  grains  will  be  infected  with 
insects.  Only  the  wise  farmers  who  will  spray 
insecticides  will  benefit.” 

The  parrot  warned  the  farmer.  The  farmer 
sprayed  insecticide  before  the  insects  could 
attack  the  grains.  His  field  bloomed  and  there 
was  plenty  of  grain. 

Meghiraja  was  perplexed.  He  could  not 
understand  the  farmer’s  cleverness.  Just  before 
the  sowing  season  he  again  predicted. 
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“It  will  be  difficult  to  save  the  grain  from  the 
rats. 

One  has  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch  on  every 
piece  of  land  to  save  the  grains  from  rats.” 

The  farmer  once  again  acted  on  the  advice 
of  his  friend,  the  parrot.  He  kept  a  strict 
watch  on  his  fields  to  ward  off  the  rats  and 
saved  his  grains. 

The  parrot  over-heard  Meghiraja  saying, 
“Success  comes  to  those  who  are  alert  and 
hardworking.” 
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